WEST HILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Unconfirmed Minutes of Meeting 62  held on 2nd June 2010  at Eileen Perkins’ home.
Present: Dan Jelly ( Chair/Sec) Ron Cattermole (Vice Chair) Jim Cocks (Treasurer)

Eileen Perkins ( Min.Sec) Dick Beardsall, Chris Pittman & Cllrs. Roger Giles & Ray Bloxham

1. Apologies:  Cllr. Claire Wright
2. Minutes of meeting held on 7th April at Chairman’s home were agreed as correct – (this was our first management meeting without public being present) DJ reminded the meeting of the new structure of meetings (see previous minutes) and thanked E.P. for hosting this meeting. The next public meeting is the AG.M. on 14th June ( Village Hall).

3. Matters arising. None
4. Matters for Report.
4.1 Chairman: 
Correspondence:  C.P.R.E. D.B. to read leaflets before decision taken on membership.  R.C. supports aims but critical of waste, publicity etc.. 
Leaflet Campaign 1500 printed and delivered. D.J. thanked all concerned particularly J.C. Over 50 new members so list to be revised
Playpark  - Cllr Claire Wright requested feedback on sketches of proposal. Designs done by Alistair Guy. E.P. asked if A.G. known to Council, A – Yes, he has done work for Council before and is a reputable builder. D.J.and D.B. expressed disappointment and  misgivings about the drawings. D.J. voiced reservations over  apparent lack of appropriate fencing to avoid dog fouling and vandalism. R.G. questioned how much vandalism and stray dogs in West Hill there was? He voiced his disappointment at the committees negativity but DB countered by reminding him that our comments were requested. He said a grant of £26,000 had been obtained and strict criteria had to be met to provide challenging equipment for 4 -13 year old children in a play deprived area. Children have been consulted and as West Hill is described as a ‘Woodland Village’ the designs would be in keeping. It was agreed that the drawings were poor. In meantime hoping to obtain more sponsors. Cllr C.W. has obtained £1,000. And Cllr R.B. said E.D.D.C. will do safety checks and provide maintenance. E.P. said W.H.R.A. have been wanting a ‘keep fit trail’/ play area  for some years – its good news for West Hill’s children. D.J. to draft a letter in response to Cllr C.W’s request.

Bus Stop opposite McColls
R.G. met with Meg Booth  - site does not meet criteria. Committee felt site would be safer with using hardstanding on verge  R.G. suggested we write again to M.B. – he did not know details of ownership of verge. E.P. to follow up.
Pavement –West Hill Road
D.B. reported that he had at last heard from Paul Wilson who once again repeated that HATOC had said that no further design work should be carried out until objections from frontagers were withdrawn. WHRA’s  position remained that the impact on frontagers would be less than indicated in the County’s plans, but that there was little point in continuing to argue the point. DB suggested that the association. Should; 

1.  try to progress the design to a more detailed stage ourselves so that we can understand the impacts better, and finally
2.  discuss the proposals with the frontagers to understand their concerns

These suggestions were unanimously agreed and DB and EP were asked to take matters forward. DB  said that they would report back to the Committee after completion of action 1 but Paul Wilson said no funds available this year – bid for next year must get in queue. Inform P.W. of what the association is doing with copies to Tony Mathews & Meg Booth.
4.2 Treasurer – Jim Cocks
Liability Cover – Cllr. Paul Lewis – O.S.M. T.C. Treasurer to be approached to see if the association can be covered under their policy( R.G. left at this point)

J.C. said since leafleting  over 50 new members recruited, this was very  good news. Discussions on a new Printer – J.C. to research costs of new laser printers and report.  
4.3 Planning – Eileen Perkins  see tabled report.
Cllr. Ray Bloxham reported on Planning Comm. meeting yesterday – ‘Jamecha’ was approved. School House extensions approved with conditions and  Aylesbeare Gypsy Site approval to be linked to Mr Small and return to farmland if family leaves.
The new Sec of State for Communities & Local Gov., Eric Pickles MP is writing to all District Councils re abolition of Regional Development Agencies but he reported that the Local Dev. Framework would remain.

D.B. expressed concern over accesses to properties– these should blend in with surroundings according to our Village Design Statement. D.B. to draft letter to Planning Officer concerning Fairfield House. Cllr Bloxham to check ‘conditions’ for splays.
4.4 Traffic - Dick Beardsall
Vetting being carried out on 8 people volunteering for ‘Speed Watch’.E.P. thanked D.B. for work done to restore bank at site of old Village Sign. Hedge growth needs cutting back on Oak road – contact John Hopkins. Action JC.  
D.B. suggested a mirror is needed to exit L.Broad Oak Road. Action. D.B 
5.A.G.M. Arrangements
DB and JC to monitor the 2 new hand held mics. Committee to meet 6.15 p.m. set up. C.P/DJ to arrange refreshments. Timetable 7.00p.m. Bob Challacombe 8.00p.m. Drinks 8.20p.m. AGM Business.Agenda, Accounts statement ,Chairman’s report -  need to be printed together with Minutes of previous AGM.
6. Village Fete 
26th June. 12-5pm -  DJ and family to collect/erect tent/ boards (for children’s work). DJ/JC/BB to meet on site 9.00a.m. Pub.Liability covered by P.T.F.A 5p.m.dismantle.

7. A.O.B. JC. suggested Millenium Map needs updating. J.C. to contact Alderman Tony Wilkinson.
Next committee meeting 13th October at Dick Beardsall’s home at 10a.m.

Next public meeting 29th October
Meeting closed 12.45 p.m.

